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COMMENTERS ON THE DRAFT EIS – KC-46A MOB 2 BEDDOWN 

Organization (Private Citizen, etc.) Commenter Name Comment 
Number 

Page # of 
Comment 

Letter 
U.S. Senate Kelly Ayotte 1 B6-223 
U.S. Senate Jeanne Shaheen 1 B6-223 
Private Citizen Jim Colbert 2 B6-225 
Department of Interior, Office of 
Environmental Policy and Compliance Andrew Raddant 3 B6-226 

Federal Aviation Administration Glenn Helm, P.E. 4 B6-227 
Private Citizen H.R. Bower 5 B6-228 
City of Dublin Dana McDaniel 6 B6-229 
City of Groveport Marsha Hall 7 B6-230 
Newark City Mayor Jeff Hall 8 B6-231 
City of Upper Arlington Theodore Staton 9 B6-232 
Private Citizen Anonymous 10 B6-234 
Private Citizen Anonymous 11 B6-235 
Private Citizen Robert Burelli 12 B6-236 
Columbus City Council Hearcel Craig 13 B6-237 
Private Citizen Marilyn McCoy 14 B6-239 
Private Citizen Victor Wilson 15 B6-240 
Private Citizen Kristin Cruikshank 16 B6-241 
Private Citizen Richard Emmons 17 B6-242 
Fairfield County Board of Commissioners Steve Davis 18 B6-243 
Fairfield County Board of Commissioners Dave Levacy 18 B6-243 
Fairfield County Board of Commissioners Mike Kiger 18 B6-243 
Private Citizen David Jackson 19 B6-244 
Private Citizen Donald Kershner 20 B6-245 
Private Citizen Joseph Machado 21 B6-246 
Private Citizen William McNeer 22 B6-248 
Private Citizen Michael Myers 23 B6-249 
Private Citizen LtCol Rex Mykrantz 24 B6-250 
Private Citizen Marlene Packer 25 B6-251 
Private Citizen Jason Porter 26 B6-252 
Private Citizen Laurence Reed 27 B6-253 
Columbus-Franklin County Finance 
Authority Jean Carter Ryan 28 B6-254 
Private Citizen Richard Shroeder 29 B6-256 
Private Citizen Senator Joe Uecker 30 B6-257 
Private Citizen Martin Stires 31 B6-258 
Private Citizen Daniel Snyder 32 B6-259 
Private Citizen Pete Wilkinson 33 B6-260 
Private Citizen G. Taylor 34 B6-263 
City of Topeka Larry Wolgast 35 B6-264 
Governor Margaret Wood Hassan 36 B6-265 
Private Citizen Barbara N Hayes 37 B6-267 
Private Citizen Nancy Holloway 38 B6-268 
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Organization (Private Citizen, etc.) Commenter Name Comment 
Number 

Page # of 
Comment 

Letter 
Private Citizen Emmanuel Kidd 39 B6-269 
House of Representatives, New 
Hampshire Ann McLane Kuster 40 B6-270 

Private Citizen Ronald Douglas Manuel 41 B6-271 
Mayor of Canal Winchester Michael Ebert 42 B6-276 
The New England Council James Brett 43 B6-277 
Ohio Historical Society Justin Cook 44 B6-278 
Ohio Task Force Victor Wilson 45 B6-280 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission Douglas McLearen 46 B6-281 

Penobscot Nation Tribal Historic 
Preservation Office Chris Sockalexis 47 B6-283 

Private Citizen Joseph Pescatello 48 B6-284 
Portsmouth Chamber of Commerce Doug Bates 49 B6-285 
State Senator Matt Smith 50 B6-286 
U.S. Senator Pat Roberts 51 B6-288 
U.S. Senator Jerry Moran 51 B6-288 
House of Representatives, Kansas Lynn Jenkins 51 B6-288 
House of Representatives, Kansas Mike Pompeo 51 B6-288 
House of Representatives, Kansas Kevin Yoder 51 B6-288 
House of Representatives, Kansas Tim Huelskamp 51 B6-288 
Service Credit Union Gordon Simmons 52 B6-291 
U.S. Senator Jeanne Shaheen 53 B6-296 
Board of Commissioners, Shawnee 
County, Kansas Robert Archer 54 B6-297 
Board of Commissioners, Shawnee 
County, Kansas Kevin Cook 54 B6-297 
Board of Commissioners, Shawnee 
County, Kansas Michele Buhler 54 B6-297 
House of Representatives, New 
Hampshire Carol Shea-Porter 55 B6-298 

Private Citizen Robert Sheppard 56 B6-299 
Senator NH District 21 Martha Fuller Clark 57 B6-301 
Private Citizen Thomas Gross 58 B6-302 
Greater Topeka Chamber of Commerce Doug Kinsinger 59 B6-303 
Greater Topeka Chamber of Commerce Neil Dobler 59 B6-303 
WIBW Channels Jim Ogle, Jr.  59 B6-303 
Fidelity State Bank and Trust Allan Towle 59 B6-303 
Cox Communications Coleen Jennison 59 B6-303 
M-C Industries, Inc. Karla Clem 59 B6-303 
Payless Shoe Source Curtis Sneden 59 B6-303 
Premier Employment Solutions  Paul Bossert 59 B6-303 
Capital Federal John Dicus 59 B6-303 
Washburn University Randy Pembrook 59 B6-303 
Express Employment Professionals Diana Ramirez 59 B6-303 
Jayhawk File Express, LLC Cheryl Creviston 59 B6-303 
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Organization (Private Citizen, etc.) Commenter Name Comment 
Number 

Page # of 
Comment 

Letter 
Kansas Medical Mutual Insurance 
Company Kurt Scott 59 B6-303 

Mickey’s Promotions Michaela Shaver 59 B6-303 
Mars Chocolate North American Bret Spangler 59 B6-303 
Frito-Lay, Inc. Allen Moore 59 B6-303 
Dillons/Kroger Kim Svoboda 59 B6-303 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Mary Knapp 60 B6-306 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
Region 1 Curtis Spalding 61 B6-309 

Town of Hampton Frederick Welch 62 B6-317 
Westar Energy Mark Ruelle 63 B6-318 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Kansas 
Ecological Field Office 

Michele McNulty for 
Heather Whitlaw 64 B6-320 

Canal Winchester Area Chamber of 
Commerce Eric Wymer 65 B6-321 

Canal Winchester Area Chamber of 
Commerce Greg Chamblin 65 B6-321 

Canal Winchester Area Chamber of 
Commerce Amanda Lemke 65 B6-321 

City of Dublin Michael Keenan 66 B6-322 
City of Dublin Marsha Grigsby 66 B6-322 
Columbus Chamber of Commerce Michael Dalby 67 B6-328 
Columbus Regional Airport Authority Elaine Roberts 68 B6-329 
Destination Canal Winchester Bruce Jarvis 69 B6-332 
The Franklin County  Board of 
Commissioners Marilyn Brown 70 B6-334 
The Franklin County  Board of 
Commissioners Paula Brooks 70 B6-334 
The Franklin County  Board of 
Commissioners John O’Grady 70 B6-334 
The Franklin County  Board of 
Commissioners Marilyn Brown 71 B6-335 
The Franklin County  Board of 
Commissioners Paula Brooks 71 B6-335 
The Franklin County  Board of 
Commissioners John O’Grady 71 B6-335 

Governor Sam Brownback 72 B6-336 
Mayor of Canal Winchester Michael Ebert 73 B6-337 
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission William Murdock 74 B6-338 
New Hampshire Department of 
Environmental Services Timothy Drew 75 B6-339 

New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection Ruth Foster 76 B6-344 

Ohio Attorney General Mike DeWine 77 B6-351 
Pickaway County Board of County 
Commissioners Jay Wippel 78 B6-352 
Pickaway County Board of County 
Commissioners Brian Stewart 78 B6-352 

Pickaway County Board of County Harold Henson 78 B6-352 
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Organization (Private Citizen, etc.) Commenter Name Comment 
Number 

Page # of 
Comment 

Letter 
Commissioners 
Great Bay Neurosurgical Associates Melvin Prostkoff, M.D. 79 B6-353 
Southeastern Franklin County Chamber of 
Commerce Robert Garvin 80 B6-355 

State Senator, District 16 Jim Hughes 81 B6-356 
Private Citizen Dr. Calvin Taylor 82 B6-357 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, New 
England Field Office Anthony Tur 83 B6-358 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Joshua Shaffer for Jon 
Coleman 84 B6-359 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,  New 
England Field Office Thomas Chapman 85 B6-367 

Board of Commissioners, Shawnee 
County, Kansas Robert Archer 86 B6-369 
Board of Commissioners, Shawnee 
County, Kansas Kevin Cook 86 B6-369 
Board of Commissioners, Shawnee 
County, Kansas Michele Buhler 86 B6-369 

Private Citizen Allan Towle 87 B6-371 
Mayor of Portsmouth Bob Lister 88 B6-373 
Private Citizen Renee Plummer 89 B6-374 
Pease Development Authority Bill Hopper 90 B6-375 
Private Citizen John Frink 91 B6-376 
Office of Senator Matt Smith Daniel Alwine 92 B6-378 
Columbus Chamber Michael Hartley 93 B6-379 
Ohio  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Jeromy Applegate 94 B6-380 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Pennsylvania Field Office Lori Zimmerman 95 B6-381 

Tuscarora Nation Bryan Printup 96 B6-385 
New Jersey Historic Preservation Office Jonathan Kinney 97 B6-386 
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COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT EIS – KC-46A MOB 2 BEDDOWN 
Comment 
Number Name/Agency Date Comment Response 

4-1 Glenn Helm, P.E. 
Environmental Specialist 
FAA 

3/3/14 If Forbes Field is the selected location, the project will require formal 
notice and review for airspace review under Federal Aviation 
Regulation (FAR) Part 77, Objects Affecting Navigable Airspace.   
 
I recommend a 120-day notification to accommodate the review process 
and issue our determination letter.  Proposals may be filed with FAA at 
http://oeaaa.faa.gov.  

Although no facilities are 
proposed that would affect 
navigable airspace, Forbes 
ANGS will comply with 14 
CFR Part 77 Objects 
Affecting Navigable Airspace, 
as appropriate, should they be 
selected to host the KC-46A. 
This has been added to all 
five locations in the safety 
sections. 

4-2 Glenn Helm, P.E. 
Environmental Specialist 
FAA 

3/3/14 I encourage you to file a request for airspace study as quickly as 
possible if and when Forbes Field is selected in order to determine if 
there are any potential effects to the airport from the proposed project.  
Be sure to submit information for any roads, objects, and temporary 
construction equipment (e.g. cranes). 
 
More information on this process may be found at: 
http://www.faa.gov/airports/central/engineering/part77/ 

Although no facilities are 
proposed that would affect 
navigable airspace, Forbes 
ANGS will comply with 14 
CFR Part 77 Objects 
Affecting Navigable Airspace, 
as appropriate, should they be 
selected to host the KC-46A. 

36-1 Margaret Wood Hassan, 
Governor 

3/6/14 The Pease Air National Guard Base is the ideal location for the KC-46A 
air refueling tankers. The base is strategically located on the East Coast 
of the United States, translating to considerable time and cost savings 
for all eastbound support operations. In addition, much of the 
infrastructure needed to successfully implement the KC-46A aircraft is 
already in place at Pease. This infrastructure includes the longest Air 
National Guard runway and parking ramp in the northeast, air traffic 
control, security and customs, and fire protection.  
 
The 157th Air Refueling Wing and the 64th Air Refueling Squadron 
stationed at Pease are the best options to support the operation of the 
new KC-46 aircraft.  
 
Bringing the KC-46A air refueling tankers to Pease will also benefit our 
Seacoast communities and economy, bringing more jobs to the region 
and helping the base generate an even greater positive economic impact. 

Thank you for your comment. 
As described in Section 2.2 
of the Draft EIS, the USAF 
strategic basing process used 
several operational and other 
criteria to identify candidate 
and alternative bases for the 
MOB 2 missions. The criteria 
included 1) runway of at least 
7,000 feet in length, 2) the 
presence of an ANG Wing on 
the installation, and 3) the 
installation had to be located 
in the continental United 
States. The EIS process is 
focused on evaluating each 
alternative to inform the 
Secretary of the Air Force on 

http://oeaaa.faa.gov/
http://www.faa.gov/airports/central/engineering/part77/
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Comment 
Number Name/Agency Date Comment Response 

potential environmental 
impacts associated with each 
base. The USAF considers 
public comments in making 
decisions. We appreciate 
your participation in the 
environmental impact 
analysis process. 
 
As discussed in Section  
4.3.10, under Alternative #3, 
the KC-46A mission would 
add an additional 171 
military positions (increase in 
115 full-time positions and 
56 traditional Guard 
positions). Combined with 
their approximately 233 
family members, this would 
represent less than 0.08 
percent of Rockingham 
County. 

41-1 Ronald Douglas Manuel 3/23/14  The NAAQS and are below the pollutant emissions for the PSD/de 
minimis and are not subject to this regulation.  

 Rickenbacker ANGS 121 ARW is already flying the required 
hours/sorties required by the new KC‐46A aircraft. 

 The maintenance capability is already in place (now supporting 18 
KC‐135R’s and their training commitments) with a full 
maintenance capability rate. 

 There are two runways that fully operational and they are both over 
2 miles long. 

 The civilian version of the aircraft is already flown by some of our 
ANG pilots, this would reduce the training needed for the new 
refueling aircraft (economies). 

 The total airfield operations rate would remain at about the same 
level. 

Thank you for your comment. 
Sections 3.5.2 and 4.5.2 
discuss both baseline and 
projected emissions under 
Alternative #5. As discussed 
in these sections, the USEPA 
has classified the Columbus 
area, including all of Franklin 
County, as nonattainment for 
the O3 and PM2.5 NAAQS. 
The region is designated 
attainment/unclassified area 
for all other criteria 
pollutants. As such, they are 
subject to de minimis 
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Comment 
Number Name/Agency Date Comment Response 

 Rickenbacker has fast delivery of parts when needed with 
commercial carriers (FedEx and UPS, and others) with around the 
clock delivery and the DSCC and DFAS installation are just up the 
road from the base. 

 Our communities around the airfield are used to the activity of the 
ANG aircraft. Some of the people in the towns don’t even now 
there is a tanker unit at Rickenbacker. 

 As a community we need these new aircraft to continue the 
extraordinary conviction and integrity of the “troops” of the Ohio 
ANG to fly in support of any conflict in the world or of these 
United States. 

 The community would not know of the unit’s activity during the 
week if not for the reporting of the local news outlets. The city of 
Columbus Chamber of Commerce (who have at least 1600 local 
business support) fully stand behind the unit acquiring the new KC‐
46A. 

 The Ohio ANG is the most efficient and cost effective way of using 
these aircraft to their full capabilities in support of US Air Force 
missions. 

 The towns around RANGS have a large population of people with 
the technical expertise which will provide a large base of support 
for new members for the full‐time force and the added personnel 
for the KC‐46A. 

 Our unit and its members and have received many awards from the 
local communities and from communities around the world at 
deployed locations for their support in many missions. 

 And the communities could use the new jobs for the new aircraft to 
help support the local economy. 

 

thresholds.  As discussed in 
Section 4.5.2, projected 
emissions would be expected 
to be below de minimis 
thresholds.  As described in 
Section 2.2 of the Draft EIS, 
the USAF strategic basing 
process used several 
operational and other criteria 
to identify candidate and 
alternative bases for the 
MOB 2 missions. The criteria 
included 1) runway of at least 
7,000 feet in length, 2) the 
presence of an ANG Wing on 
the installation, and 3) the 
installation had to be located 
in the continental United 
States. The EIS process is 
focused on evaluating each 
alternative to inform the 
Secretary of the Air Force on 
potential environmental 
impacts associated with each 
base. The USAF considers 
public comments in making 
decisions. We appreciate 
your participation in the 
environmental impact 
analysis process. 

44-1 Justin Cook, Ohio Historical 
Society 

3/10/14 Appendix B of the Draft EIS contains a September 12, 2013, letter and 
associated Attachments 1, 2, and 4 from Robert Dogan of the NGB to 
Lisa Adkins of OHPO initiating Section 106 consultation for this 
project and concluding that “a potential adverse effect to Hangar 885 (at 
Rickenbacker ANGS) may result from this undertaking.” A check of the 
database that we use to track Section 106-related correspondence 
suggests that OHPO did not receive Mr. Dogan’s September 12, 2013, 
letter.  

Letter was resubmitted 
and Rickenbacker ANGS and 
the Ohio SHPO have 
developed a Programmatic 
Agreement stating that if 
Rickenbacker ANGS is 
selected to host the MOB 2 
scenario, further consultation 
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Please re-submit this correspondence and the associated attachments - 
including Attachment 3 (Draft Description of the Proposed Action and 
Alternatives), which was not included in Appendix B of the Draft EIS - 
so that we can begin consultation intended to avoid, minimize, or 
mitigate the adverse effect on historic properties that will apparently 
result from project implementation. 

would be conducted to 
minimize and mitigate 
potential adverse effects to 
these buildings.  

46-1 Douglas McLearen, 
Pennsylvania Historical and 
Museum Commission 

3/10/14 Based on our survey files, which include both archaeological sites and 
standing structures, and the information you provided, it is our opinion 
that this project has no potential to affect historic properties 
[Pittsburgh]. Therefore, your responsibility for consultation with the 
State Historic Preservation Office for this project is complete. Should 
you become aware, from any source, that historic or archaeological 
properties are located at or near the project site, please notify the 
Bureau for Historic Preservation at (717) 783-8946. 

Thank you for your comment. 
The USAF appreciates your 
input into the environmental 
impact analysis process. The 
conclusions of the EIS are 
consistent with this comment. 

47-1 Chris Sockalexis, Penobscot 
Nation Tribal Historic 
Preservation Office 

2/28/14 The Penobscot Nation would like notification if there is to be a 
significant change in the flight patterns and a significant change in the 
airspace that will be utilized during these missions [Pease]. 

Under the Proposed Action 
there is no significant change 
in the flight patterns or in the 
airspace that will be utilized 
during these missions. If this 
changes, the Penobscot 
Nation will be notified. 

47-2 Chris Sockalexis, Penobscot 
Nation Tribal Historic 
Preservation Office 

2/28/14 The Penobscot Nation concurs with the Cultural Resources study that 
there would be no adverse effect upon any Penobscot cultural and/or 
historical interests within the Project Boundary of this Proposed Action. 
The Penobscot Nation also concurs that all other potential 
environmental impacts associated with this Proposed Action will be 
minimal [Pease]. 

Thank you for your comment. 
The USAF appreciates your 
input into the environmental 
impact analysis process. The 
conclusions of the EIS are 
consistent with this comment. 

48-1 Joseph Pescatello 3/10/14 I’m writing to express my concern over locating more refueling tankers 
at Pease ANG base in New Hampshire. Pease is nestled squarely in a 
highly residential area and residents for miles around already suffer the 
effects of regular jet traffic from the existing KC-135s stationed there.  
 
Our homes, schools, parks, churches, etc. already have to live with 
unhealthy noise at all hours, seven-days-a-week. The smell of jet fuel is 
overwhelming at times in neighborhoods around the base. There is also 
a wildlife sanctuary located, literally, at the end of the runway at Pease. 

Analysis has indicated that 
there would be no significant 
environmental impacts 
associated with the proposed 
beddown at Pease ANGS. 
 
Acreage within the 65 dB DNL 
(and greater) noise contour 
would increase by 135 acres.  
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I’m very afraid that adding more tankers will have a terrible effect on 
the environment for both the people and animals who live here.  
 
This area is a quiet enclave in a pristine area on the New England 
seacoast. As a long-term resident, I urge you to please consider other 
locations for the new tankers and leave the New Hampshire seacoast as 
it is. 

Of this increase in acreage, 4 
acres would be off airport-
controlled property.   
 
Impacts to wildlife species 
from operational noise would 
be expected to be minor due to 
the slight increase in noise and 
the temporary nature of 
construction.  Impacts to state 
listed species would be minor.  
No federally listed species or 
critical habitat is known to 
occur on Portsmouth IAP; 
therefore, there would be no 
impacts to federally listed 
species. 

50-1 Matt Smith, State Senator 3/24/14 In fact, the draft finds there will be a decrease in noise disturbance and 
the existing facilities for fire response and crash recovery meet the 
KC-46A beddown requirements [Pittsburgh]. 
 
The draft EIS also notes the 171st has recently completed their 53rd 
consecutive year and over 230,000 flying hours without a Class-A 
mishap. These factors make the 171st a strong candidate for selection to 
house the KC-46A. As you consider the viability of this site, I also 
encourage you to consider the financial and operational advantages and 
efficiencies that make the 171st uniquely suited to serve as the MOB 2 
of the new KC- 46A tanker fleet. It is my understanding the 171st was 
chosen to be one of five alternative locations based on several criteria, 
including, but not limited to: its strategic location within a 90 minute 
flight time to 70% of the U.S. population which also covers six FEMA 
Regions, and its collaboration with the Pittsburgh International Airport, 
which provides the unit with access to four runways, inexpensive 
service agreements with ACAA fire and rescue operations, world-class 
snow removal operations, and around-the-clock tower support with no 
air traffic restrictions. This cost savings agreement, in addition to the 
nominal infrastructure expenses required to convert existing facilities to 
accommodate new KC-46A tankers, can save the USAF millions in 

Thank you for your comment. 
Section 3.4.3.2 discusses 
Class A mishaps and 
confirms this record. 
 
The current FAR Part 150 
data identified 321,436 total 
aircraft operations that 
occurred at Pittsburgh IAP 
during the 12-month period 
ending March 2006.  Per the 
request of the ACAA, the 
current approved and 
published FAR Part 150 
Noise Compatibility Program 
Update for Pittsburgh IAP is 
used as the baseline for this 
analysis. 
 
As shown in Section 4.4.1.1, 
under Alternative #4, the 
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operational expenses.  DNL noise contours would 
decrease slightly in the areas 
of arrivals and departures 
from the DNL baseline 
contours because of fewer 
KC-46A airfield operations 
than depicted in the approved 
FAR Part 150 and the 
KC-46A is generally a 
quieter aircraft (5 dB quieter 
on landing and 1 dB louder 
on take-off) than the KC-135. 
 
As described in Section 2.2 
of the Draft EIS, the USAF 
strategic basing process used 
several operational and other 
criteria to identify candidate 
and alternative bases for the 
MOB 2 missions. The criteria 
included 1) runway of at least 
7,000 feet in length, 2) the 
presence of an ANG Wing on 
the installation, and 3) the 
installation had to be located 
in the continental United 
States. The EIS process is 
focused on evaluating each 
alternative to inform the 
Secretary of the Air Force on 
potential environmental 
impacts associated with each 
base. The USAF considers 
public comments in making 
decisions. We appreciate 
your participation in the 
environmental impact 
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analysis process. 
54-1 Robert Archer, Kevin Cook, 

and Michele Buhler, Board 
of Commissioners, Shawnee 
County, Kansas 

3/3/14 Forbes Field has excellent facilities and would easily house the KC-46A 
and additional Airmen.  

Thank you for your comment. 
As described in Section 2.2 
of the Draft EIS, the USAF 
strategic basing process used 
several operational and other 
criteria to identify candidate 
and alternative bases for the 
MOB 2 missions. The criteria 
included 1) runway of at least 
7,000 feet in length, 2) the 
presence of an ANG Wing on 
the installation, and 3) the 
installation had to be located 
in the continental United 
States. The EIS process is 
focused on evaluating each 
alternative to inform the 
Secretary of the Air Force on 
potential environmental 
impacts associated with each 
base. The USAF considers 
public comments in making 
decisions. We appreciate 
your participation in the 
environmental impact 
analysis process. 

56-1 Robert Sheppard 3/12/14 According to the USAF Environmental Impact Study, the NHANGS is 
currently responsible for 16% of flight operations at Pease International 
Airport (IAP). Living roughly four miles from the runway I am 
occasionally aware of the noise from circling air tankers while working 
around my yard, though appreciative of the airport restrictions, which 
limit low approaches or touch-and-go’s between 11pm and 7am, and 
before noon on Sundays. At least in this neighborhood NNE of the 
runway’s mid-point we notice much higher levels of noise from news 
media helicopters and corporate jets than military aircraft. It is my 
understanding, the KC-46A replacement aircraft will operate at or 
below current noise levels of the current air tanker. 

The current FAR Part 150 
data identified 321,436 total 
aircraft operations that 
occurred at Pittsburgh IAP 
during the 12-month period 
ending March 2006.  Per the 
request of the ACAA, the 
current approved and 
published FAR Part 150 
Noise Compatibility Program 
Update for Pittsburgh IAP is 
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used as the baseline for this 
analysis. 

56-2 Robert Sheppard 3/12/14 Professionally I work with corporations to reduce their reliance on 
fossil fuels, decreasing the impact on climate change. The proposal to 
replace the existing fleet of eight KC-135’s and 1 backup with the 
newest generation of air tanker is a positive step from an environmental 
standpoint. The US Environmental Protection Administration recently 
designated South East region of NH as an air-quality attainment area. 
This represents a positive improvement in terms of ozone due to a 
number of factors including a more comprehensive focus on energy 
efficiency at both the state and local level. 
 
Employing an aircraft that consumes less fuel at and assuming the 
current level of 6,140 annual field operations as stated in the EIS, the 
NH ANGS should not have an adverse impact on the region’s air 
quality or sensitive environmental places. Thirty-four percent of the 
area adjoining IAP consists water; the Piscataqua-Salmon Falls River 
Watershed, Great and Little Bays, Portsmouth Harbor and the Atlantic 
Ocean. The statistics mention the 157 ARW has not suffered a major 
mishap in a decade,  reported just three emergency fuel jettisons 2011-
2012, and fewer than 20 BASH collisions per year, all well within 
acceptable standards for a military unit flying in close proximity to a 
developed area. 

Thank you for your comment.  
Section 3.3.2 attainment 
status for the ROI. The 
USEPA had previously 
classified the Boston-
Manchester-Portsmouth area 
as a moderate nonattainment 
area for the 1997 O3 standard.  
On January 31, 2013, the 
USEPA formally 
redesignated southeastern 
New Hampshire as an 
attainment area for the 1997 
O3 standard.  The region is 
therefore considered a 
maintenance area for O3.  The 
region is designated 
attainment/unclassified area 
for all other criteria 
pollutants. 
 
Section 3.3.3 confirms these 
BASH and fuel jettison 
statistics for the 157 ARW. 

56-3 Robert Sheppard 3/12/14 My only concern is that the EIS provides an incomplete picture of the 
NHANG’s impact on the local economy. The data included in the report 
(3-82) includes Rockingham County, the town of Newington, City of 
Portsmouth and NH in terms of education, employment, housing and 
population. The next section goes on to list the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard and the UA Local 488 Marine Pipefitters union, as two of the 
area’s four principal employers. However, both of those entities are 
located just across the state line in Kittery, Maine.  As a resident of this 
region since 1984, I believe that a more accurate assessment would 
include York County Maine, Eliot, Kittery and York, ME since many of 
the NHANG employees actually reside on this side of the border, 

Thank you for your comment. 
The increase in personnel 
would be minimal, and it is 
expected that many, if not a 
majority of the individuals 
would be already living in the 
vicinity. Therefore, having 
the smaller region of 
influence around the 
installation was deemed to 
provide accurate results.  
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shopping in our stores, and sending their children to our schools. While 
one might find this a minor point, the impact of the 157th operations on 
the entire region does come into play in the event of a Defense Base 
Closure and Realignment process, which may draw from previous 
government documents. For this reason, I would encourage the USAF 
to included expanded commentary in the appropriate section of the final 
EIS. 

61-1 Curtis Spalding, USEPA, 
Region 1 

3/24/14 Miscellaneous 
Although the DEIS had a Glossary, many of the acronyms were not 
listed. A complete list of acronyms used should be provided in the 
FEIS. 

A list of acronyms is listed at 
the beginning of the 
document. The glossary 
includes definitions of select 
words. 

61-2 Curtis Spalding, USEPA, 
Region 1 

3/24/14 Pease ANGS Alternative 
Air Quality--General Conformity 
The Pease ANGS site is not subject to General Conformity for the 2008 
eight-hour ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS, the 
2008 ozone standard), as all of New Hampshire has been designated 
unclassifiable/attainment for the 2008 ozone standard. However, the 
General Conformity requirements currently remain in place for the 1997 
eight-hour ozone NAAQS for the Boston-Manchester-Portsmouth (SE) 
NH area. On June 6, 2013 (78 FR 34178), EPA published its proposed 
rule for “Implementation of the 2008 National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards for Ozone: State Implementation Plan Requirements,” where 
EPA proposed revocation of the 1997 ozone standard. EPA has not yet 
finalized this regulation.  
 
EPA approved redesignation of the Boston-Manchester-Portsmouth 
(SE), New Hampshire moderate 8-hour ozone nonattainment area to 
attainment for the 1997 eight hour ozone NAAQS and the initial 10-
year ozone maintenance plan for this area on Thursday, January 31, 
2013; (78 FR 6741). We point out that the Boston-Manchester 
Portsmouth (SE), NH maintenance area is within the Ozone Transport 
Region. As such, General Conformity regulations establish applicability 
rates for ozone maintenance areas inside an ozone transport region as 
equal to or exceeding the rate of 100 tons per year of nitrogen oxides 
(NOx) and/or 50 tons per year of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) 
see 40 CFR §93.153(b)(2). 
 

Thank you for your comment. 
The USAF appreciates your 
input into the environmental 
impact analysis process. The 
conclusions of the EIS are 
consistent with this comment. 
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Applicability rates are based on the total of direct and indirect emissions 
of the criteria pollutant or precursor in a nonattainment or maintenance 
area caused by a Federal action. The annual operational emissions that 
would result from KC-46A operations at Pease ANGS is calculated at 
158.92 tons of NOx and 16.93 tons of VOC as stated in Table 4.3.2-1 
“Comparison of Baseline and Proposed Annual Operational Emissions, 
157 ARW,” on page 4-66 of the Draft EIS (also Table 3.3-2 on page 02-
5). However, concurrent with the beddown of the 12 KC-46A, twelve 
existing KC-135 aircraft would be retired out of the Air National Guard 
fleet. The net annual emissions from the proposed Pease ANGS 
Alternative are calculated at 83.60 tons of NOx and 13.31 tons of VOC. 
We concur with the DEIS that the annual level of NOx and VOC from 
the Pease ANGS Alternative are below the General Conformity 
applicability rate of l 00 tons per year of NOx and 50 tons per year of 
VOC. Therefore, General Conformity is not triggered. 

61-3 Curtis Spalding, USEPA, 
Region 1 

3/24/14 Stormwater 
The project will require coverage under a National Pollution Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) construction general permit (CGP) for 
land disturbance of one or more acres of land. If this threshold is 
surpassed, the Pease ANGS would need to submit a Notice of Intent and 
obtain coverage under the COP and develop and implement a 
stormwater pollution prevention plan meeting the requirements of the 
most recently issued CGP. 
 
The CGP is available at: http://www.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/cgp2012 
finalpermit.pdf. Additional information is available at: 
http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/cgp.cfm. 
 
The completed project may also be subject to the multi-sector general 
permit for storm water discharges associated with industrial activity - 
air transportation sector. Moreover, if any dewatering needs to occur for 
project construction, the project may also be subject to the remediation 
general permit if there is dewatering discharge. The FEIS should 
discuss these various permit requirements and the steps the Air Force 
will take to ensure compliance with stormwater discharge regulations. 
 
Since this is federal facility the project should be designed and operated 

Section 5.1.2.4 and Chapter 4 
Soils and Water Section 
discusses NPDES and EISA 
requirements. 

http://www.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/cgp2012%20finalpermit.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/npdes/pubs/cgp2012%20finalpermit.pdf
http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/cgp.cfm
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in a manner consistent with Section 438 of the Energy Independence 
and Security Act, which provides: “The sponsor of any development or 
redevelopment project involving a federal facility with a footprint that 
exceeds 5,000 square feet shall use site planning, design, construction, 
and maintenance strategies for the property to maintain or restore to the 
maximum extent technically feasible, the predevelopment hydrology of 
the property with regard to the temperature, rate, volume, and duration 
of flow.” 42 U.S.C. § 17094. Additional guidance is available at: 
http://www.epa.gov/owow/NPS/lid/section438/. 

61-4 Curtis Spalding, USEPA, 
Region 1 

3/24/14 Water Supply 
The DEIS does not describe or acknowledge a drinking water supply 
well called the Pease Trade Port Haven Well [EPA ID#l 951020-002] 
operated by the Portsmouth Water Works. The proposed installation lies 
within the well’s source water protection area (SWPA). This gravel-
packed supply well is approximately 4,200 feet south of the proposed 
facility. The FEIS should be updated to include this water supply 
resource.  
 
The DEIS should include the latest raw water quality analyses for the 
Pease Trade Port Haven Well (i.e., inorganics, VOCs, SOCs, PAHs, 
etc.) from the Portsmouth Water Works to describe current ground 
water quality under the proposed installation location. This will provide 
a basis for a comparison of future potential drinking water impacts, if 
any, from KC-46A activities. In addition, any nearby monitoring wells 
should be sampled for the same constituents. The DEIS’ description of 
ground water impacts (page 4-74) mentions only a 0.5 acre increase in 
impervious surface from the project. No mention whatsoever is made of 
ground water quality.  
 
The fate and transport of storm water, deicing chemicals or fire-fighting 
agents in the vicinity of the proposed installation are not clear in the 
document. The FEIS should describe the present composition of storm 
water runoff; and what, if any, changes in impacts will occur to surface 
or ground waters from the new facility construction and operation. 

There would be no change to 
management of stormwater 
and no changes to water 
quality of surface or 
groundwater is expected as a 
result of the Proposed Action. 
Added the following to the 
Pease Chapter 3 groundwater 
section: The primary water 
sources for the Pease 
International Tradeport are 
three wells operated by 
Portsmouth waterworks; 
Haven, Smith, and Harrison 
wells (City of Portsmouth 
2010). 

61-5 Curtis Spalding, USEPA, 
Region 1 

3/24/14 Pittsburgh ANGS Alternative 
Hazardous Materials and Waste 
The DEIS (page 3-105) notes, “Nineteen ASTs occur on the 171 AR W 
installation and are used to store diesel, jet fuel, motor gasoline, 

Nothing would change with 
respect to ASTs (what is 
stored, what amount is stored, 
etc.); therefore, no further 
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aqueous film forming foam, potassium acetate, developer, dye 
penetrant, emulsifier, and rinse solution.” The location of the ASTs is 
not shown on the site. The FEIS should provide a map that depicts the 
location of the ASTs in relation to the proposed facility construction. 
The safety measures integrated into the AST should also be discussed. 
 
The DEIS (page 5-27) notes, “Under Alternative #4, the total number of 
flying hours for the 171 ARW would increase approximately 34 
percent; therefore, throughput of petroleum substances and hazardous 
waste streams would be expected to increase commensurately.” The 
FEIS should discuss if the current hazardous waste management 
systems can handle and treat increased hazardous waste and if 
additional options have been considered for incorporation to respond to 
the projected increase. 
 
The Pittsburgh IAP relies on two in-stream treatment ponds to treat 
deicing wash. The ANG should consider upgrading its deicing facility 
to meet current standards.  
 
The DEIS (page 3-106) notes, “Hazardous wastes initially accumulated 
at a SAP are accumulated in appropriate containers before being 
transferred to the installation CAP.” “The installation CAP is located in 
Building 501/502 (171 ARW 2009, Tower 2013b).” Building 501/502 
is not identified on a map in the DEIS. The FEIS should explain 
whether these buildings are within the study area, depict them on a map 
and discuss safety procedures incorporated into the building design. The 
FEIS should also describe the approximate increase in waste generated 
as a result of the Proposed Action and if the buildings would have the 
capacity to handle the additional waste.  
 
The DEIS (page 3-106) notes, “OWSs are used to separate oils, fuels, 
sand, and grease from wastewater and to prevent contaminants from 
entering the sanitary sewer and stormwater drainage systems. Fifteen 
OWSs are located on the 171 ARW installation. These OWSs primarily 
receive discharge from floor drains in maintenance area (171 ARW 
2012c).” The FEIS should provide the location of the fifteen OWSs 
located on the 171 ARW installation and describe whether more are 

discussion or identification of 
locations of them is 
warranted. 
 
Have added the following 
language that is currently in 
Chapter 4 Hazmat sections 
also to Chapter 5 sections 
“Hazardous waste generation 
(e.g., used oil, used filters, 
oily rags, etc.) would 
continue to be managed in 
accordance with the 
installation’s Hazardous 
Waste Management Plan and 
all applicable federal, state, 
and local regulations.  
Additionally, no changes to 
the installation’s small 
quantity generator status 
would be expected to occur 
due to the increase in 
hazardous waste generation 
from aircraft operations.” 
 
Upgrading the deicing facility 
is not a part of the proposed 
action, and as such is not 
discussed in this EIS. 
 
These buildings are not 
located within the area of 
construction and therefore are 
not shown on the areal extent 
of the map. 
 
Should additional OWSs or 
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necessary to compensate for the proposed action and/or to control waste 
from entering the sanitary sewer and stormwater drainage systems. 
 
The DEIS (pages 3-106 and 3-107) identifies three closed ERP sites and 
two closed Areas of Concern (AOC) at the 171 ARW installation. The 
DEIS did not discuss if contaminated soils were removed if 
groundwater is being treated and whether these areas are subject to land 
control restrictions. Since the Proposed Action can occur on or in 
proximity to existing ERP sites and AOCs, this information and how 
the proposed action may affect them, is critical to assessing 
environmental impacts and should be provided in the FEIS. 

stormwater drainage systems 
be necessary, these would be 
incorporated into the designs; 
however the designs have not 
been finalized yet. They 
would be managed in 
accordance with each 
installation’s hazardous waste 
and stormwater management 
plans.  
 
See Section 4.4.9.3, which 
says “This site is closed and 
was a POL storage area and 
fuel hydrant system for JP-4 
fuel.  Soil and groundwater 
sampling performed at this 
site did not reveal 
contaminants of concern 
above PADEP guidelines.” 

61-6 Curtis Spalding, USEPA, 
Region 1 

3/24/14 Environmental Justice and the Protection of Children 
The DEIS (page 3-110) discusses minority and low-income populations 
as well as children under the age of 18 living in the vicinity of the 
Pittsburgh ANGS. However, the FEIS should identify census tracts and 
blocks depicting these populations on a map to show possible impacts 
and support text and tables provided. 

Comment noted. GIS for 
census tracts and blocks from 
the U.S. Census Bureau were 
used to analyzed low-income 
and minority populations 
within the vicinity of 
Pittsburgh ANGS. However, 
this was considered 
unnecessary for analysis to 
depict on maps in the EIS as 
the maps created would be 
cluttered and difficult to read. 

61-7 Curtis Spalding, USEPA, 
Region 1 

3/24/14 Aircraft Noise 
The DEIS (page 4-89) notes, “Aircrews associated with the KC-46A 
would continue to practice closed patterns, including tactical procedures 
in which the aircraft climbs or descends in the immediate vicinity of the 
airfield.” “This procedure is currently being flown with the KC-135; 
however most tactical procedures would be accomplished in the 

There is no change to the 
type of operations that would 
occur at the Pittsburgh 
airfield. A maximum of 8,040 
training hours (non-
simulator) have been 
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simulator and at the other locations away from Pittsburgh IAP.” The 
FEIS should estimate the number of tactical procedures to take place in 
the simulator versus other locations and identify the other locations 
where this training will occur and associated impacts. 

evaluated. Additional 
operations practiced in the 
simulator are non-essential to 
the environmental analysis. 

68-1 Elaine Roberts, Columbus 
Regional Airport Authority 

1/24/14 The Rickenbacker Air Guard Station is well located to provide 
responsive support to the significant demand for aerial refueling in the 
eastern United States, particularly the heavy concentration of fighter 
and cargo aircraft in the southeast states. Rickenbacker AGS is well 
positioned to accept 12 KC-46A aircraft, with the base’s infrastructure 
currently supporting 18 KC-135R aircraft. Rickenbacker also offers a 
total logistics platform, all-weather navigation, a Foreign-trade zone, 
and U.S. Customs and Border Protection on site. CRAA maintains all 
runways, taxiways and navigational aids.  
 
Additionally, the facility stands out for its existing infrastructure, 
offering not just one, but two runways meeting the criteria identified in 
your sourcing document. 
 
We know you will do a detailed analysis of our Region and compare us 
against other competitors to ensure the best choice for your people, your 
aircraft and your mission.  

Thank you for your comment. 
As described in Section 2.2 
of the Draft EIS, the USAF 
strategic basing process used 
several operational and other 
criteria to identify candidate 
and alternative bases for the 
MOB 2 missions. The criteria 
included 1) runway of at least 
7,000 feet in length, 2) the 
presence of an ANG Wing on 
the installation, and 3) the 
installation had to be located 
in the continental United 
States. The EIS process is 
focused on evaluating each 
alternative to inform the 
Secretary of the Air Force on 
potential environmental 
impacts associated with each 
base. The USAF considers 
public comments in making 
decisions. We appreciate 
your participation in the 
environmental impact 
analysis process. 

76-1 Ruth Foster, NJ Department 
of Environmental Protection 

3/24/14 The Historic Preservation Office (HPO) received the above document 
for review directly from the National Guard Bureau. As stated in the 
EIS document, the HPO previously reviewed the proposed undertaking 
pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. Our 
office concurred with the finding that there are no historic properties 
affected by the proposed activity at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst. 
A copy of our review letter (HP0-12013-045) is attached for your 

Thank you for your comment. 
The USAF appreciates your 
input into the environmental 
impact analysis process. The 
conclusions of the EIS are 
consistent with this comment. 
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reference.  
 
Thank you for providing us with the opportunity for review and 
comment on the submitted documentation. If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. If additional consultation is 
required for this undertaking, please reference the HPO project# 13-
1101 in any future calls, emails, or written correspondence in order to 
expedite our review and response. 

76-2 Ruth Foster, NJ Department 
of Environmental Protection 

3/24/14 The NJ Division of Fish & Wildlife (DFW) appreciates the opportunity 
to provide comment for the Environmental Impact Statements (EIS’s) 
being prepared for the MOB l/FTU l and MOB 2 aircraft beddowns. 
The NJ DFW feels that the proposed facility additions, new impervious 
surface areas and changes to the existing fueling infrastructure shown in 
the “Final Description of the Proposed Action and Alternatives 
Environmental Impact Statement KC-46A Beddown at Alternative Air 
National Guard Installations Main Operating Base 2” should have little 
to no effect on the known nesting area of the Upland Sandpipers, 
Grasshopper Sparrows and Savannah Sparrows near the center of the 
runways at McGuire AFB. 

Thank you for your comment. 
The USAF appreciates your 
input into the environmental 
impact analysis process. The 
conclusions of the EIS are 
consistent with this comment. 

76-3 Ruth Foster, NJ Department 
of Environmental Protection 

3/24/14 In the EIS, a description of other larger aircraft with similar engines 
using the same runways would be helpful in determining whether or not 
the replacement of the existing KC-135 aerial refueling fleet with the 
KC-46A would have any effect on the T &E species present [JB MDL]. 

As stated in Appendix A, 
Section A.1.2.1 Actual noise 
measurements for the KC-
46A have not been obtained. 
Therefore, the USAF 
developed a set of noise data 
that can be used as a 
substitute for the KC-46A 
until such time as actual noise 
data becomes available. This 
data is not available in the 
INM program; therefore, the 
B767-300 was used as a 
substitute aircraft at civilian 
airports. Based on this 
substitute data, on a one-to-
one basis, the KC-46A is 
slightly quieter than both the 
KC-135 and B767-300. 
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Analysis in the DEIS has 
found that there would be no 
impacts to T&E species at 
any of the locations. 

76-4 Ruth Foster, NJ Department 
of Environmental Protection 

3/24/14 As shown in Table ES-2. Summary of Impacts, under “JB MDL”: 
“Acreage within the 65 dB DNL (and greater) noise contour would 
increase by 1,831 acres.” The DFW would like to know what the noise 
level is now and exactly what the change in noise level would be. A 
study by Erin H. Strasser and Julie A. Heath, Reproductive failure of a 
human-tolerant species, the American kestrel, is associated with stress 
and human disturbance, suggests that “cavity nesting birds, such as 
kestrels, who inhabit noisy environments may compensate for decreased 
auditory cues by increasing vigilance behavior, such as visual scans 
from the nest entrance or flushing from the nest, leading to changes in 
energy allocation or extended periods away from the nest during 
incubation. This behavior appears to be followed, at a high rate, by nest 
abandonment.” The DFW would be concerned with how this may relate 
to the species nesting within the air field. 

The Strasser and Heath study 
indicates that Kestrel nest 
success is lower in areas with 
greater human disturbance 
(not necessarily noise); and 
that disturbance (as identified 
in the study) was related to 
the proximity of roads; actual 
noise near the nests was not 
measured. Operational noise 
levels under Alternative #2 
would be expected to 
increase slightly from 
baseline with the conversion 
to the KC-46A aircraft.  As 
shown in Appendix A, Table 
A.1.2-2 provides 
representative SELs, 
indicating that the SEL for 
individual landings by the 
KC-46A would be 5 dB less 
than with the KC-135, while 
take-offs would be 1 dB 
greater than the KC-
135.  Under Alternative #2, 
only the number of aircraft 
operations would change; 
there would be no change in 
where or when individual 
aircraft operate.  Flights 
would be scheduled for 
similar time periods as 
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currently flown during the 
morning and afternoons, with 
approximately 4 percent of 
flights occurring during 
environmental night (after 10 
p.m. and before 7 a.m.). An 
additional 419 acres of land 
off the airport property would 
be exposed to DNL between 
65 dB and 70 dB.  However, 
since ambient noise levels 
within the vicinity are 
relatively high under existing 
conditions, the proposed 
action under Alternative #2 
would be unlikely to 
substantially increase enough 
to preclude wildlife from 
utilizing the area as they 
currently do. 
A reference to the Strasser 
and Heath study has been 
incorporated. 

83-1 Anthony Tur, USFWS New 
England Field Office 

4/1/14 As stated in the draft EIS Section 3.3.5.3 (pg. 3-74), dated February 
2014, there are no known occurrences of federally listed or candidate 
species within the vicinity of the 157 ARW installation. Consequently, I 
have no information to justify the need for further consultation 
regarding the Endangered Species Act. 

Thank you for your comment. 
The USAF appreciates your 
input into the environmental 
impact analysis process. The 
conclusions of the EIS are 
consistent with this comment. 

84-1 Joshua Shaffer for Jon 
Coleman, USACE 

3/25/14 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers regulates earth moving activities 
within streams or wetlands. This includes any placement of fill material, 
temporary or permanent. If you are proposing a new project that entails 
the placement of fill material in waters (including wetlands), or if you 
are proposing a modification to an existing project that entails the 
placement of fill material in waters, then this letter serves as your notice 
that your project may require a permit from this office [Pittsburgh]. 

The Proposed Action would 
not require the placement of 
fill material in wetlands or 
streams. 
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84-2 Joshua Shaffer for Jon 
Coleman, USACE 

3/25/14 Based on the information contained within the Draft EIS it appears that 
impacts to waters may be proposed. We recommend that you hire a 
qualified wetland consultant to evaluate the entire project area in order 
to determine if any streams or wetlands are present. Enclosed is a list 
of wetland consultants. If impacts to streams or wetlands are in fact 
proposed, you should again contact this office to discuss permitting 
requirements. Every effort should be made to avoid and minimize 
impacts to the aquatic resources on-site. We will continue to work with 
you in order to protect any aquatic resources that may be present 
[Pittsburgh]. 

The EIS has analyzed 
potential impacts to waters 
and has found that there 
would be no impacts under 
the Proposed Action. Every 
effort to avoid impacts to 
aquatic resources would be 
made. 

85-1 Thomas Chapman, USFWS 
New England Field Office 

3/25/14 Based on information currently available to us, no federally listed or 
proposed, threatened or endangered species or critical habitat under the 
jurisdiction of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service are known to occur in 
the project area [Pease]. Preparation of a Biological Assessment or 
further consultation with us under section 7 of the Endangered Species 
Act is not required. No further Endangered Species Act coordination is 
necessary for a period of one year from the date of this letter, unless 
additional information on listed or proposed species becomes available. 
 
To obtain updated lists of federally listed or proposed threatened or 
endangered species and critical habitats, it is not necessary to contact 
this office. Instead, please visit the Endangered Species Consultation 
page on the New England Field Office’s website: 
 

www.fws.gov/newengfand/endangered!<Jpec-consultation. htm 
(accessed January 2013) 

 
On the website, there is also a link to procedures that may allow you to 
conclude if habitat for a listed species is present in the project area. If 
no such habitat exists, then no federally listed species arc present in the 
project area and there is no need to contact us for further consultation. If 
the above conclusion cannot be reached, further consultation with this 
office is advised. Information describing the nature and location of the 
proposed activity that should be provided to us for further informal 
consultation can be found at the above-referenced site. 

Thank you for your comment. 
No habitat for listed species 
is present within the project 
area. 

91-1 John Frink 3/6/14 Now, I know it’s a policy, although I have not personally called the Air 
National Guard, to deny jettisoning of fuel, however, I get up in the 

Thank you for your comment. 
The ANG only jettisons fuel 
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morning and certain atmospheric conditions, and there’s a very strong 
smell of kerosene.  
 
Now, I’ve heard that this is because of the warm-up process and 
prevailing winds. I’ve also heard that it's necessary to jettison fuel in 
order to land or take off or something. But it’s distressing.  
 
It’s perhaps better that I would ask the question rather than try to make 
a formal statement here, and the question would be, with the new 
tankers, which I’m sure are probably environmentally more friendly 
than the KC-135s, given that the 8 aircraft would be replaced by 12, 
would there be more of this jet fuel in the air over my house? I have 
honey bees that aren’t doing well. That probably is the case almost 
everywhere. I have a vegetable garden, which is pretty much organic, 
and I think it’s important to really consider the environment [Pease]. 
 
The City of Portsmouth and State of New Hampshire have always been 
very supportive of the military base there, but the people in Newington 
are the ones that really experience the downside. I have TCE in the 
water that runs through my property. I don’t have to drink that water, 
but there are environmental impacts, and I just would like to be 
reassured that the amount of fuel in the air vapor is not going to 
increase due to the increased aircraft. 

during an emergency 
situation and it is not a daily 
practice to jettison fuel 
anywhere including at the 
end of the runway at Pease 
ANGS. 

94-1 Jeromy Applegate, OH 
USFWS 

4/7/14 Relative to the subject project, you have made a determination that the 
project will have no effect on the federally endangered Indiana bat 
[Rickenbacker]. Because you have made a “no effect” determination, 
consultation (and FWS concurrence) under section 7(a)(2) of the 
Endangered Species Act is not required. 

Thank you for your comment. 
The USAF appreciates your 
input into the environmental 
impact analysis process. The 
conclusions of the EIS are 
consistent with this comment. 

95-1 Lori Zimmerman, USFWS 
Pennsylvania Field Office 

4/2/14 Except for occasional transient species, no federally listed threatened or 
endangered species under our jurisdiction are known to occur within the 
project impact area [Pittsburgh]. 

Thank you for your comment. 
The USAF appreciates your 
input into the environmental 
impact analysis process. The 
conclusions of the EIS are 
consistent with this comment. 
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95-2 Lori Zimmerman, USFWS 
Pennsylvania Field Office 

4/2/14 However, the Pittsburgh Air National Guard Station is within the range 
of the northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), a species that 
was proposed for listing as an endangered species on October 2, 2013. 
No critical habitat has been proposed at this time. Species proposed for 
listing are not afforded protection under the ESA; however, as soon as a 
listing becomes effective, the prohibition against jeopardizing its 
continued existence and “take” applies regardless of an action’s stage 
of completion. Therefore, to avoid project delays we recommend that 
the effect of the project on northern long eared bats, and their habitat, be 
considered during the project planning and design. Additional 
information about northern long-eared bats, including ecology, habitat 
descriptions, listing status updates, and possible conservation measures 
may be found at 
www.·fws.gov/midwestlendangered/mammals/nlba/index.html (click on 
Northern Long-eared Bat Interim Conference and Planning Guidance). 
We are available to discuss potential conservation measures specific to 
your project design. 

Thank you for your comment. 
No habitat or potential habitat 
for the long-eared by is 
located within the proposed 
construction area. 

95-3 Lori Zimmerman, USFWS 
Pennsylvania Field Office 

4/2/14 The Service is the principal Federal agency charged with protecting and 
enhancing populations and habitat of migratory bird species. The 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) prohibits the taking, killing, 
possession, transportation, and importation of migratory birds, their 
eggs, parts, and nests, except when specifically authorized by the 
Department of the Interior. While the MBTA has no provision for 
authorizing incidental take, the Service recognizes that some birds may 
be killed even if all reasonable measures to avoid take are implemented.  
 
The potential exists for avian mortality from habitat destruction and 
alteration within the project boundaries. Site-specific factors that should 
be considered in project siting to avoid and minimize the risk to birds 
include avian abundance; the quality, quantity and type of habitat; 
geographic location; type and extent of bird use (e.g. breeding, 
foraging, migrating, etc.); and landscape features. Please review the 
enclosed information for general recommendations for avoiding and 
minimizing impacts to migratory birds within and around the project 
area [Pittsburgh]. Please be aware that since these are general 
guidelines, some of them may not be applicable to the current project 
design or they may have already been included in the project design. 

Thank you for your comment. 
Impacts to migratory birds 
are expected to be minor to 
negligible under the Proposed 
Action at Pittsburgh ANGS. 
No habitat would be 
permanently altered, and 
noise from construction 
would be temporary and 
minimal due to the existing 
ambient noise levels that 
occur at the airfield. An 
increase in levels of 
operations (e.g., sorties) may 
result in an increased 
opportunity for bird-aircraft 
strikes to occur, including 
those with migratory birds. 
 
Adherence to the existing, 
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To avoid potential delays in reviewing your project, please use the 
above-referenced USFWS project tracking number in any future 
correspondence regarding this project. 

BASH program would 
minimize the risk of 
bird/wildlife aircraft strikes. 

97-1 Jonathan Kinney, New Jersey 
Historic Preservation Office 

5/12/14 Please submit a hard copy of the building evaluation with a cover letter 
to our office requesting a formal concurrence with the “not eligible” 
determination [JB MDL].  We will respond upon receipt of that 
documentation.  Please let me know if you have any questions. 

A hard copy of the building 
evaluation has been sent to 
your office requesting formal 
concurrence. 
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